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THE  AFFAIR  OF  MR.  JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


We  ofTer  to  our  readers  below  a  letter  respe''ting 
ihe  ecclesiastical  adjiKiications  in  the  case  ol  f^lr. 
Douglas,  of  v/hoiii  there  is  a  passing  notice  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  pages  of  this  journal.  We  assure  our  readers 
that  the  letter  is  from  a  gentleman  who  has  had  the 
host  opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  the  trial  of 
^his  man  and  its  issue,  and  that  every  reliance  may  be 
pla  :ed  on  the  truth  of  his  statement.  We  have  our¬ 
selves,  had  the  means  of  knowing  that  the  narr  aive 
winch  it  contains,  is  a  correct  exhibition  of  matters  of 
fact.  ,  In  presenting  it  to  the  public,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  Witness,  we  have  not  been  moved  thereto 
by  the  solicitation  of  the  courts,  or  the  individual  whonoi 
’  Mr.  Douglas  has  repeatedly  and  most  virulently  attack¬ 
ed  from  the  press  and  otherwise.  The  letter  having 
been  put  into  our  hands,  we  have  thought  that  the 
reputation  of  the  courts  concerned  in  this  .affair,  and 
the  defence  of  a  minister  of  Christy  long  possessing  ^ 

45 


;^30  The  Aff^air  of  Mr.  James  Douglas 

deservedly  high  reputation,  might  be  subserved  by  Us 
insertion. 

We  have  often  been  inclined  to  insert  more  at  large, 
an  account  of  the  transactions  of  the  session  of  Ncw- 
York,  and  of  the  Northern  Reformed  Presbytery,  in 
Ihe  suspension  of  James  Douglas  from  church  privile- 
ges,  -  and  the  .  withdrawing  of  his  licence  to  preach  the 
gospel,  and  have  refrained  from  it  chiefly  on  the 
grounds, -ft allhe~  violent  and  malignant  passions  dis^ 
played  in  4h*s  pamphlets,  carry  with  them  their  own 
refutation  to  the  wise  and  good,  when  such  persons 
may  happen  to  read  them,  that  the  standing  of  the  par¬ 
ties  attacked  was  such,  that  the  slanders  of  an  unknown 
foreigner  could  do  them  no  injury ^ — and  that  any  far¬ 
ther  notice  would  seem  to  attach  too  much  consequence 
to  an  impotent  attempt  to  bring  good  men  and  eccle¬ 
siastical  discipline  into  disrepute  ;  for  turbulent  spirits 
wish  nothing  so  much  as  to  be  taken  notice  of,  and  pre¬ 
fer  bad  fame  to  none  at  all. 

After  all,  in  this  reading  age,  there  are  many  who 
surrender  their  assent  to  every  thing  they  read,  without 
reflection,  and  take  it  for  granted  that  all  is  true,  until 
they  see  it  contradicted.  Some  men,  and  these  not  a 
small  body,  feed  and  live  on  slander,  as  their  daily 
pleasure  and  nutriment.  “  Dirt  shall  be  the  serpent’s 
meat.”  Hence  it  happens,  that  an  unknown  slam’erer, 
and  that  a  foreigner  of  doubtful  reputation — even  an 
anonymous  slanderer,  whose  printer  dare  not  insert  his 
name,  nor  the  location  of  his  printing  establishment  on 
his  title  page,*  will  find  some  to  vend  and  more  to  buy, 

-  —  - — n — ■ rrrnm tn — - 

•  Such  as  in  the  flnpklnsian  Reviewer  of  Reviews,  and 
Hiorl  Nouc^s,  in  the  b.  Witness. 


The  Affair  of  Mr.  James  Douglas*.  63*1 

read  ami  believe  their  slanders, — slanders  uttered  a- 
gainst  men  long  known  and  of  tried  reputation.  This 
is  true  in  politics,  but  more  especially  in  religion,  which 
is  always  opposed  by  ungodly  men,  and  by  turbulent 
members  of  society^  who  are  ever  rejoiced  at  every 
weapon,  however  blunt  and  mean,  that  is  put  into  their 
hands,  to  wound  religion  in  her  judicatories,  minister^ 
and  professors  ;  and  the  greater,  the  better,  and  the 
more  influential  those  at  whom  they  are  to  make  the 
gird,  the  more  abundantly  do  they  rejoice.  Perha^ 
it  is  wisdom  to  parry  the  thrust  of  the  most  miserable 
weapon,  made  by  the  feeblest  hand,  lest  the  skin  should 
be  scratched  and  some  pain  produced. 

Men  in  political  affairs  generally  pursue  this  course^ 
and  they  are  not  ignorant  of  social  life.  Mr.  Timothy 
Pickering  has  lately  published  a  large  pamphlet,  to 
vindicate  his  character  against  the  attack  made  on  it^ 
by  the^^ letters  of  John  Adams,  the  ex-president|  pubr- 
lished  in’the  Cunningham  Correspondence.  ' 

Perhaps  we  ought  sooner  to  have  employed  mor6 
>oom  in  sustaining  the  arm  of  ecclesiastical  disciplinei 
against  £hie  miserable  resistence  of  an  unhappy  maOj 
who,  like  most  others,  however  guilty,  is  loath  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  censures  of  the  church.  There  are  many 
causes  in  operation  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  courtf 
of  Christ,  in  the  application  of  discipline  ;  as  for  iir- 
'  St  \nce,  the  wealth  and  power  of  many  church  members, 
'  who  ought  to  be  disciplined,  and  the  facility  with  which 
rich  or  influential  offenders  escape  the  effects  of  cetir 
sure  in  one  branch  of  the  church,  by  being  permitted 
to  find  an  asylum  in  fleeing  to  another. 
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Mr.  Douglas,  indeed,  can  hanlly  avail  himself  of  this, 

resource,  however  disappointed  he  may  find  himself  in 

bis  hope  1o  distract  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church, 

by  drawing  off  after  him  a  discontented  party  ;  for,  by 

his  outcry  in  fivour  of  Keformatiou  principles,  he 

seems  to  have  closed  that  door  against  himself.  He 

has  oeen  able  to  collect  around  him  only  one  ruling 

elder  degraded  from  office,  snd  suspended  from  church 

privileges,  wdth  perhaps  two  or  three  others  under 

censure  like  himself,  for  their  offences.  Though  he, 

cither  in  his  own  n>ime  or  that  of  his  degraded  elder, 

has  published  many  ptimphlets,  and  labours  much  in 

preaching,  in  which  he  was  so  backward,  until  his 

% 

right  to  preach  was  taken  from  him  yet  he  has^made  . 
no  other. progress  against  his  former  brethren,  and  the 
ju.iicatories  to  which  he  was  formerly  subject,  than  the 
collection  of  a  few  individuals,  who  had  been  cut  off 
fro»o  the  privileges  of  the  church  by  the  competent 
autimi  ities  :  we  have  abstained  from- much  notice  of 
the  subject. 

Maving  foreseen  this,  and  now  being  able  to  record 
it  :?s  matter  of  history,  we  should-perhaps  be  justifiable^ 
in  still  holding  the  same  course.  But  lest,  paradven* 
tare,  any  good  man  should  be  deceived. or  led  astray^ 
by  the  mi«<h\tements  of  James  Douglas,  or  that  any 
should  misunderstand  the  part  which  the  moderator  of 
the  New- York  session  took  in  the  business,  we  give 
the  following  letter,  containing  a  short,  perspicuous, 
an. I  accurate  narrative  of  the  proceedings.  We  take 
tiut  liberty  only  of  adding,  that  the  moderator  of  the 
N -w’-York  session,  wdiosc  praise  in  the  churches  both 
in  Europe  and  America^  cherished  Jiiroes 
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wlien  a  stranger,  took  him  into  his  family,  provided 
him  a  school  by  his  influence  ;  and  all  the  return  which 
he  h(.s  received  from  this  ungrateful,  violent,  virulent 
man,  is  to  reidize  the  fable  of  the  husbandman  and  the 
viper.  When  kindly  warmed  into  life,  it  attempts  to 
sting  him  and  all  his  friends.  Under  all  the  circum¬ 
stances,  it  gives  us  real  pleasure  to  be  able  to  insert, 
as  we  are  sure  it  will,  our  readers  to  peruse  the  foK 
lowing 

^EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  - ,  TO  A  FRIEND^. 

**  Of  this  man,  Mr.  Douglas,  obscure  and  friendless 
as  he  is,  I  wish  to  say  little,  as  heretofore  I  have  said 
nothing.  You  are  right,  indeed,  in  your  general  esti¬ 
mate  of  his  character;  as  weak,  vain,  and  passionate, 
and  withal  a  good  deal  disposed  to  trade  in  a  species  of 
religious  cant,  whilst  indulging  resentments,  which 
you  think  he  carries  to  undue  extremes  in  point  of 
morality,  and  manages  ill,  even  upon  the  ground  of 
self-interest,  which, .  to  be  sure,  be  sufficiently  loves^ 
It  is,  nevertheless,  true,  as  you  say,  that  the  tendency 
of  the  American  character  is  to  sympathize  with  the 
oppressed,  and  even  when  the  case  is  but  partialjy 
heard,  to  lean  to  his  side,  how  mean  soever  he  may  be, . 
who  complains  of  injustice.  Long  may  this  be  the 
character  of  our  people.  They  love  justice  too,  and 
hence,,  when  the  mask  is  removed,  and  the  clia^'actei: 
of  the  adventurer  exposed,  though  they  pity  his  folly, 
they  suffer  him  to  sink  into  his  owm  proper  insignifi¬ 
cance, 

> 

Your  queries,  relative  to  the  case' of  Mr.  D.,  arc. 

not  deemed  impertineot,  though,  as  you  say,  you  have 
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no  immediate  ecclesiastical  concern  in  it,  beyond  what 
is  requisite  to  the  formation  of  a  correct  opinion,  upon 
a  point  that,  in  some  measure,  relates  to  the  conduct  of 
men  whom  you  respect.  That  there  has  been  no 
Presbyterial  Report  of  the  case,  is  perhaps,  as  you 
suppose,  owing  to  an  unwillingness  to  give  consequence 
to  an  affair  of  but  ordinary  importance  •  or  to  appear 
.  in  controversy  with  a  man  who,  whilst  he  has,  in  pub¬ 
lic  character,  nothing  to  lose,  seems  to  desire  little,  if 
any  thing,  more  than  to  attract  to  himself  some  atten¬ 
tion,  by  the  low  abuse  of  men,  better,  and  better  known 
than  himself.  I  reply  briefly  to  your  queries. 

“  C^uery  1st. — Hoxv  did  Mr  Douglas  become  connec* 
ted  'whh  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  in  America^, 
md  how  came  he  before  the  Northern  Presbytery  ? 

Answer. — Mr.  D.  had  been  for  a  number  of  years 
a  licentiate  in  the  Scottish  branch  of- the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  church.  Some  five  or  six  years  ago  he 
emigrated  from  his  native  land  to  this  country,  and, 
arriving  at  New-York,  he  introduced  himself  to  Dr, 
McLeod,  the  only  minister  of  the  Reformed  Presby¬ 
terian  church  in  that  city.  Mr.  D.  had  come  off  with¬ 
out  regular  dismission,  or  certificate,  from  any  of  the 
judicatories  in  his  native  country  ;  but  private  letters 
satisfied  Dr.  McLeod  that,  vi-hatever  might  be  the  pre¬ 
cipitancy,  or  irregularity,  of  his  departure,  he  was  still 
recognized  there  by  the  judicatories  of  the  church  as 
a  licentiate.  Acting  upon  the  principles  of  our  coun¬ 
try’s  hospitality,  and  his  own  known  liberality.  Dp. 
McLeod  received  Douglas  into  his  house,  and  invited 
him  to  preach  in  his  pulpit,  w  ith  which  for  some  time, 
he  occasionally  coinplied.  But  instead  of  indicating 
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any  disposition  to  devote  himself  to  the  public  service 
of  the  church,  Mr.  D.  embraced  the  opening  prospects 
of  a  school  master,  in  New-York,  as  more  eligible  than 
those  of  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.  To  grant  either 
licence  or  ordination,  as  a  passport  to  lucrative  secular 
employments,  has  never  been  the  policy  of  our  judica¬ 
tories.  An  act  of  the  Northern  Presbytery,  passed  upon 
the  principle  of  which  that  judicatory  had  acted  from  its 
first  organization,  and  which  was  subsequently  recog¬ 
nized  and  enjoined  upon  all  our  Presbyteries,  by  a 
deed  of  synod,  prohibiting  the  employment  of  any 
preacher  from  other  jurisdictions,  beyond  the  meeting 
of  Presbytery  next  after  the  arrival  of  such  preacher 
within  their  bounds,  unless  he’ reported,' and  placed 
himself  under  Presbyterial  direction.  Mr.  D.  not 
deeming  it  convenient  for  him  to  comply  with  this  re* 
gnlation,  was  of  course  neither  called  upon  nor  allowed 
to  preach  when  and  where  he  found  it  perfectly 
agreeable  to  his  own  convenience.  Mr.  D.  seems  not 
to  have  adverted  to  the  fact,  or  if  he  did,  disregarded 
it,  that  the  idea  of  either  a  minister  or  licentiate  acting 
ad  libitum^  without  accountability,  is  at  variance  with 
all  order,  and  especially  with  Presbyterial  order. 

“  Mr.  D.  became  dissatisfied.  Instead  of  praises,  of 
which  he  was  once  lavish  enough,  all  appeared  wrong. 
To  lift  collections  upon  the  Lord’s  day,  for  any  purpose 
but  to  supply  absolute  paupers,  was  a  crime  of  no  com¬ 
mon  character,  according  to  his  view^s.  Dr.  McLeod 
did  not,  it  9eems,  always  sermonize  in  the  manner  ofi 
Mr.  D.,  and  of  course  was  unedifying  lo  A/i/i.  Conse¬ 
quently  James  Douglas  very  kindly^  humbly^  and  mod- 
took  in  hand  to  lecture  Dr.  McLeod  upon  tbe 
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moflc  of  sermonizing,  after  having  previously  endea¬ 
voured  to  persuade  a  certain-  class  of  the  Doctor’s 
hearers,  that  their  pastor  did  not  divide  his  discourses 
according  to  the  true  orthodox  cut.  Dr.  McLeod,  it 
appears,  did  not  profit  by  the  lectures,  nor  did  he  bow 
w  ith  due  deference  to  the  lessons  of  his  self-appointed 
instructor.  The  long  letters  of  Mr.  D., — for  being 
much  afflicted  with  that  troublesome  epidemic,  known 
to  the  faculty  by  the  name  of  cacoethes  scrihendif  he 
is  a  lengthy  writer, — were  thrown  by  unopened.  The 
contemptible  cannot  endure  contempt.  Mr.  D.  pro 
ceeded  from  the  manner  to  the  matter  of  sermonizing. 
Those  acquainted  with  Dr.  McLeod’s  plan,  and  that  of 
others  of  his  brethren,  know  that  the  range  of  discus 
sions  often  laid  out  by  them,  admits  not  of  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  same  subject.  ,  This. to  a  narrow 
minded  man,  who  in  a  few  weeks  will  have  run  his 
little  round,  and  to  those  who  cannot  follow  a  system 
beyond  ils  elementary  principles,  may  give  an  occasion 
to  accuse  of  not  being  faithful  on  certain  points.  Henc6 
the  complaint  of  Mr.  D.,  that  he  did  not  hear  more 
frequently  reproved,  the  grosser  vices  of  New- York  \ 
some  peculiar  principles*  of  the  church  oftener  vindi 
oated,  &c.  You,  I  perceive,  understand  the  full  valr.e 
of  all  that  D.  says  on  these  points.  I  am  half  disposed 
to  agree  with  you  in  supposing,  that  Dr.  McLeod  may 
be  excused  from  a  very  frequent  introducti^m  of  the 
distinguishing  principles  of  the  Reformed  Presbyteriaft 
church,  into  hb  common  discourses.  “  Who  of  the 
age,  in  any  country,  has  done  so  much  for  these  prin¬ 
ciples,  as  he  has  done  ?’^  “  Who,  before  him,  demon- 
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strated  a  whole  book  of  inspiration,  bearing  in  defence 
of  those  principles  of  socuil  order^  for  which  that 
church  contends  V*  are  questions  which  you  have  an¬ 
swered,  and  which  I  have  no  inclination  to  dispute. — 
His  ‘  Messiah,  King  of  Nations,'  though  the  production 
of  a  young  pen,  and  his  ‘  Discourses’  on  the  late  war, 
will  remain  monunc^onts  of  the  comprehension  and  cor¬ 
rectness  of  his  views,  in  Hio  application  of  the  great 
and  liberal  principles  of  the  Reformatiow,  ^^d  what  is 
more,  of  the  Bible,  to  the  affairs  of,  national  policy. — 
These  works  are  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  and,  in  the 
libraries  of  the  people  of  his  charge.  But  in  the  actual 
discussion  of  those  points,  upon  all  proper  occasions^ 
we  know  he  is  not  deficient.  This  is  the  man  whom 
the  weak,  restless,  and  to  say  the  least,  disappointed, 
James  Douglas,  selects  as  the  object  of  his  peculiar 
abuse. 

“Mr.  Douglas  not  deeming  himself  treated  with  suffi¬ 
cient  respect,  withdrew  from  attending  upon  pub¬ 
lic  worship.  The  session  called,  him  to  account  for 
his  neglect  of  duty,  and  he,,  still  vindicatng  the  course 
he  had  chosen,  was  suspended  from  sealing  ordinances. 
This  he  calls  ex-communication.  From  that  ,  act  of 
session,  he  did  not  regularly  appeal  to  Presbytery^ 
but .  taking  the  affair,  as  you  have  seen,  into  his  owiv 
hand,  ,  in  a  publication,  appealed  to  the  public.  Indi¬ 
rectly,  however,  he  brought  the  matter  before  Presby¬ 
tery.  In  an  application  for  a  member  to  be  ordered  to 
New-York,.  to  baptize  his  child,  he  brought  charges  of 
no  ordinary  character  against  the  session  of  the  church 
ia  that  city.  This  brought  the  matter  before  Presby* 
tery,  and  then  it  behoved  that  court  to  know,  in  what 
cliaracter  Mr.  Douglas  was  to  be  Tieweel  ;  whether  as 
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business,  informed  that  he  had  full  liberty  to  defend 
himself,  by  every  justifiable  mean,  and  was  left  unre¬ 
strained  to  employ  in  his  defence,  all  the  advant;  igcs  of 
ecclesiastical  law  and  established  forms. — He  Wiis  re¬ 
peatedly  warned  that  it  was  not  the  practice  of  this 
court,  to  permit  continued,  reiterated,  and  personal 
altercation  ;  that  he  must  adduce  the  evidence  for  his 
justification,  for  the  doing  of  which  all  facilities  should 
be  afforded  him  ;  and  then,  the  session  of  New-York, 
being  heard  in  defence  of  its  deed,  that  the  argument 
on  each  side  must  close.  Mr.  D.  proceeded,  and,  such 
as  it  was,  exhibited  his  argument,  in  justification  of  his 
conduct.  All  were  indeed  surprized  when  he  said 
he  had  done.  He  was  again  notified,  that  now  his 
arginnent  must  close,  and  not  to  disappoint  himself. — 
So  much  was  the  court  disposed  to  indulge  him,  that 
he  was  asked,  should  the  decision  be  postponed, 
whether  he  could  adduce  any  further  evidence  in 
justification  of  bis  case.  He  replied  in  the  negative. 
His  statement,  so  fir  as  any  thing  can  be  distinctly 
gathered  from  it,  is  a  tissue  of  misrepresentation,  from 
beginning  to  end,  upon  this  point.  You  have  the  facts,  , 

they  actually  were,  in  this  reply  to  your  query.-— 
The  way  w^as  then  open  for  the  defence  of  the  New* 
York  session  ;  and  here  Dr.  McLeod  appeared,  not 
as  the  accuser  of  Mr.  D.  as  is  falsely  alledged  ;  but  as 
tbe  vindicator  of  the  deed  of  session,  excluding  Mr.  D. 
trom  sealing  ordinances.  These  remarks  lead  me  to 
reply  to  your 

“  Q,uery  3d.~JVhat  7i)a$  the  ground  upon  uhich  yod 
affirmed  the  deed  of  session^  and  deprived  Mr.  D*  of  his  * 
fice/ice  as  a  preacher  y? 
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“  Answer. — A  full  conviction  thc»t  the  deed  of  session, 
suspending  Mr.  I),  from  communion,  in  sealing  ordi- 
nances,  was  a  righteous  decision,  and  consequeiitlj 
ought  to  be  adirmeii  by  Presi^ytery  ;  and  because,  thus 
suspended  from  cominunion.  it  appeared  ahsurd  to  con¬ 
tinue  that  lir.cnce  which  authorized  liim  to  preach. — 
A  man  unfit  for  the  private  conimiinion  of  the  cluir<<b, 
amnot  be  fit  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  — 
Pre^hvterv  could  not  do  less  than  affirm  the  deed  of 
se<-lon.  The  scanil.d  charged  was  relevcnt ;  it  was 
o*.  fe.ssed  and  attempted  to  be  justified,  by  Mr.  D.— 
ilis  vindication  was  ur.satisfactory,  and  his  r*  arges  un¬ 
supported.  Preshytory  was  not  prepared  to  bring 
down  either  Dr.  McLeod  or  any  other  member,  to  the 
standard  ofsermonizing  directed  by  Mr.  James  Dougl-s. 
Nor  did  it  appear  suffiicient  ground  for  ca'^ting  off  (he 
ministry  of  Dr.  McLeod,  that,  in  some  six  or  seven 
months,  in  his  occasional  descriptions  of  bad  character, 
two  or  three  time's,  Mr.  D.  recognized  some  unsifjdl} 
features  of  the  picture  to  be  so  like  his  own,  ll  a  he 
thought  the  y)ainting  could  answ’er  none  else.  U  h  i(, 
my  dear  sir,  would  you  think  of  an  act,  prohil)iting  all 
delineation  of  various  character,  lest  the  feelings  of 
Mr.  Doiiglas  should  he  hurt  1  In  connexion  with  the 
justice  of  his  suspension,  his  siibsequent  irregular  con- 
■  duct  incidentally,  came  before  Presbytery,  and  re* 
quired,  as  an  additional  reason,  that  his  licence  should 
be  no  longer  continued.'  The  former,  however,  was 
the  fundamental  ground  of  its  recall.  I  hasten  to 

Query  4th. — What  part  did  Dr.  McLeod  act  in  tint 
business^  lefore  Presbytery  ? 

Answer. — That  only  of  the  advocate  of  the  session’s 
of  suspension*  His  defence  was  indeed  a  masterly 
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exposition  of  ecclesiastical  law.  In  the  course  of  it, 
he  could  not  avoid  alludinj^  to  the  conduct,  and  state¬ 
ments  of  Mr.  D.  ;  but  all  he  said  was  very  fjr  from 
bringing  charges  against  that  gentleman,  and  equ;«lly  so, 
from  any  thing  that  could  be  reckoned  unjustly  per¬ 
sonal.  That  Mr.  D.  should  not  be  named,  or  his  con¬ 
duct  adverted  to,  was  impossible  ;  and  this  may  give 
occasion,  to  him,  to  complain  of  personalities.  Not¬ 
withstanding  Mr.  Douglas’  representation  of  it,  as  form¬ 
ed  in  the  council  chamber  of  devils,  or  dictated  to  him 
immediately  by  a  multitude  of  those  spirits  of  darkness,^ 
no  man  capable  of  *  appreciating  talent,  or  of  valuing 
a  lucid  exposition  of  the  order  of  the  church  of  God, 
but  must  have  been  gratified  by  such  a  display  of  both 
as  the  vindication  of  the  session’s  deed,  by  Dr.  M’Ltod^ 
contained,  let  had  Dr.  M’L.  been  silent  upon  the 
'subject,  the  result  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than 
it  was.  The  case  was  a  plain,  a  very  plain  one,  indeed. 
Upon  the  facts  admitted,  and  ground  taken  by  Mr.  D. 
himself,  was  the  judgment  of  Presbytery  founded.  Nor 
is  it  believed  that  any  court  of  Christ  upon  earth,  cotdd 
have  fairly  decided  otherwise  in  the  business.  Mr.  D. 
was  disorderly :  he  abandoned  the  public  worship  of 
the  church  ;  the  competent  authority  of  that  church 
suspended  him  from  a  right  to  sealing  ordinances.  The 
reasons  of  Mr.  D.  in  vindication  of  his  conduct,  were 
utterly  frivolous,  and  his  charges  against  the  session 
altogether  unsupported  by  proof.  Presbytery  called 
for  proof.  He  had  none.  He  was  inquired  at,  should 
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'.the  dicisioQ  be  postponed,  was  it  probable  he  could  I 

adduce  any  additional  evidence,  in  favour  of  his  case,  j 

His  reply  was,  he  could  not.  The  session  of  New-  | 

York  was  not  indeed  called  upon  for  proof.  There 

was  no  need  of  it.  Mr.  D.  admitted  the  flict  charged.  | 

This  was  proof  enough.  Dr.  McLeod,  it  is  true,  rea-  j 

foned  upon  the  case,  applied  to  it  thus  admitted,  the  ; 

known  principles  of  the  Bible,  and  the  laws  of  the 

church;  but  preferred  no  charge,  new  or  old,  against 
% 

3Ir.  D.  beyond  his  own  admissions.  The  distinct  and 
unvarnished  statement  of  the  case  as  it  really  was,  you 
perceive,  sets  aside  all  the  misrepresentations  of  Mr. 

D.  and  his  friend,  the  writer  of  the  letter,  in  the  end  t 
of  the  appendix  of  the  second  statement.  Both  the  ! 
gentlemen  are  fond  of  wTiting,  both  form  a  very  undue  \ 
estimate  of  themselves,  and,  in  this  case,  I  am  willing 
to  ascribe  their  misrepresentations  to  sheer  ignorance 
of  ecclesiastical  order,  as  w’ell  as  passions  generated  | 
by  disappointed  vanity.  We  all  know  the  caricatures 
of  America,  by  the  little  tourists  and  pamphleteers  of 
Great  Britain.  Those  who  form  their  opinions  of  our  I 
country  by  these,  must  be  mistaken,  and  upon  coming  | 
here,  and  hnding  themselves  not  likely  to  be  acknow-  1 
lodged. chiefs,  among  the  people  they  had  been  taught  i 
to  consider  as  little  advanced  above  barbarism,  and  not  | 
h  iving  magnanimity  enough  to  take  a  better  course,  | 
Uu‘y  must  tiistinguish  themselves  by  clamour.  Thus 
/nmy  who  would  have  passed  their  days  very  quietly, 
where  they  were  well  known,  seek,  by  noisy  preten- 
«iion,  distinction  among  strangers.  That  this  is  the 
case  with  Mr.  D.  we  may  infer  from  his  own  statement. 

— lie  came  to  our  country  as  a  preacher,  but  not  to 
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preach  ;  he  added  to  his  selected  vocation  of  school¬ 
master,  that  of  dictator  to  ministers.  Refusing  himself 
to  submit  as  a  preacher  to  the  order  of  the  church,  and 
the  toils  of  the  ministry,  he  commences  a  reformer  of 
supposed  disorders,  and  rebukes  the  imagined  indo¬ 
lence  of  others.  He  is  not  honoured,  and  then  is  pre¬ 
sumptuous  enough,  to  attempt  the  identification  of  his 
cause  with  that  of  the  purity  of  religion.  Hear  him¬ 
self  :  ‘‘  Had  they  (the  session  of  N.  Y.)  condescended 
to  a  little  conversation  upon  the  subject,  matters  need 
never  have  reached  such  an  extremity,”  page  52  of 
his  statement.  And  with  a  little  more  politeness,  and 
less  resentment,  nothing  could  have  been  more  easily 
compromised  than  the  present  litigation.”  do.  p.  96. 
So  he  says  in  other  places.  Thus  all  that  Mr.  D. 
really  quarrels  about,  is  not  condescending  to  him  ! — 
^  A  little  more  politeness,”  and  all  would  have  been 
well!  Yet  this  vain,  and  inconsistent *man  pretends, 
that  the  glory  of  God' and  the*  maintenance  of  a  good 
Conscience,  are  his  only^nds  irt  all  this  clamour  ! 

“  Mr.  D.  seems  proud  of  his  capacity  for  publishing, 
and  it  is  probable  he  may  *  gather^  around  him  iill  the 
fretful,  the  vain,  and  disorderly,  in  the  whole  Reformed 
Presbyterian  church,’ who  may  suppose  themselves  to 
have  been  too  severely  censured  in  past  times.  He 
may  write  for  them,' and  they  may  publish.  Thus  will 
they  all  be  distinguished  ! 

Upon  your  fifth  query,  respecting  Dr.  McLcoil, 
whom' you  know  only,  as  you  express  it,  by  his  ‘  works 
of  invaluable  excellence,’  I  feel  not  disposed  to  say 
much.  1  may,  however,  say  with  confidence,  that 
were  his  private  character,  and  public  conduct,  equally 
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before  you  with  his  writings,  he  would  lose  nothing  in 
your  estimation.  He  is  a  living  character,  and  there¬ 
fore  vlnlicacy  forbids  mo  to  be  lavish  in  his  praise, — 
The  determination  of  his  character  and  manner,  the 
distinguished  part  which  ho  has  taken  in  those  public 
measures  which  interest  every  man  so  deeply,  on  dif¬ 
ferent  sides,  his  unsparing  application  of  the  lash  to 
knavery,  when  it  came  before  him,  have  doubtless 
occasioned  heart  burnings  in  those  who  felt  the  power 
of  his  mind,  and  created  enemies  among  those  who 
were  incapable  of  looking  beyond  their  owm  little  ends. 
His  talents  are  confessed  by  all  to  be  of  the  first  order. 
His  goodness,  the  tenderness  of  his  heart,  the  high 
character  of  his  piety,  are  known  to  comparatively  few\ 
Reserve,  and  not  obstrusive  ostentation,  belongs  to  his 
constitution.  His  excellence  is  chiefly  known  to  those 
who  have  seen  him  in  days  of  sorrow^,  amidst  toils  and 
perplexities,  ami  in  labours  for  which  the  w  orld  gives 
no  thanks.  His  worth,  however,  has  not  been  unap- 
prexialeii,  nor  has  it  been  left  without  its  testimonials. 
The  alfectionate  and  pressing  call  made  upon  him  by 
the  orthodox,  and  weallhy  Reformed  Dutch  church  of 
New-York,  is  not  forgotten.  When  the  excellent  Dr. 
Miller  was  called  to  the  professor’s  chair  at  Princeton, 
from  amongst  his  numerous  and  highly  respectable 
clerical  friends,  he  selected  Dr.  McLeod  as  the  one,  to 
whom  he  recommended  his  beloved  flock.  A  call  was 
accordingly  made  upon  him  by  the  church  in  Wall- 
street.  The  oiler  of  the  vice-presidcncy  of  Xew-Jer- 
sey  colb\cc  was  shortly  after,  placed  at  his  disposal. — 
That  he  did  not  accept  of  any  of  these  calls,  one  should 
iliiok,  disproves  the  charge  sometunes  alledged  by  Mr. 


5- 


4 


Qf  the  Duty  of  Prayer » 


545 


U;  and  his  fetv  associates,  of  ambition  and  love  of  gain. 
The  conddence  reposed  in  him  by  Dr.  Romeyn  and 
his  church,  whilst  that  gentleman  visited  Europe,  and 
subsequently  in  a  similar  manner,  by  the  church  in 
Rutger’s-street,  are  proofs  of  the  estimate  in  which  he 
has  been,  and  still  is,  held,  by  those  who  w  ere  nearest 
him,  and  know  him  best.  During  a  public  life  of  25 
years,  in  the  same  place,  among  the  same  people,  in 
his  own  and  in  other  religious  connexions,  he  has  been 
uniformly  growing  in .  the  affections  and  confidence  of 
the  wise  and  the  good.. ..Strangers  who  have  no  char¬ 
acter,  and  adventurers  who  have  no  prineiple,  may  be 
permitted,  without  fear,  of  consequences,  to  abuse  this 
distinguished  man.-  If  I  have  wearied  you  with  the 
length  of  my  letter,  which  I  have  not  time  to  make 
shorter,  you  will  thereby  be  admonished  not  to  pro¬ 
pose  to  me  in  future  so  many  questions. 

“  Believe  me,  I  am,  i:c.” 


OF  THE  DUTY  OF  PRAYER, 

We  shall  mention  a  few  of  the  kinds  of  prayer  and 
those  which  all  believers  will  practice.  . 

1.  Ejaculatory,  is  that  sort  ofsupplication  by  which  the 
mind  is  elevated  to  the  throne  of  its  God,  in  anv  emer- 
gency  tliat  can  befall  it  in  its  various  avocations  in  life. 
The  name  is  derived  from. a  word  which  signifies  to 
dart.or-shooc  out ;  because  short  and  unconnected  sen¬ 
tences  of  prayer  are  directed  on  high,,  where  the  bo 
liever’s  hope  and  confidence-  are  placed.  These  as¬ 
pirations  are  sent  spontaneously  from,  the  heart,  in  all 
the  common  duties  of  life.  This  kind  of  pr^.erpos- 
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scssea  important  and  dUtinguishing  advantages  above 
?11  others;  bocause,  by  it  the  desires  of  the  soul  are  rais¬ 
ed  on  high  in  all  situations,  whether  public  or  private; 
when  surrounded  by  the  bustle  and  hurry  of  the  world, 
when  tempted  by  Satan,  our  grand  adversary,  when 
Tifilicted  by  sickness,  disease,  or  infirmity,  w  hen  in  the 
house  of  God  engaged  in  his  service,  our  minds  may  be 
drawn  out  in. faith  upon  the  Son  of  God,  to  sigh  for  de¬ 
liverance  from  all  our  trials  and  difficulties,  from  all 
the  troubles  that  disturb  our  comfort,  and  distract  our 
thoughts  from  the  proper  objects  of  contemplation. — 
In  fact,  every  thing  with  which  we  meet  in  life,  affords 
matter  in  abundance  for  the  exercise  of  this  kind  of 
address  to  our  God.  If  properly  attended  to,  it  has 
an  effect  to  sooth  the  anguish  of  our  troubled  and  agi¬ 
tated  bosoms,  to  restore  that  tranquility  of  mind  which 
constitutes  the  peace  and  happiness  of  God’s  people. — 
We  find  many  instances  in  which  it  was  practised 
by  good  men  of  old.  The  thief  upon  the  cross,  is  an 
tidmirable  example  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  its 
being  rightly  performed.  He  says,  Lord  remember 
me  when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom  Jesus  im¬ 
mediately  answers,  “  to-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in 
paradise.”  How  must  these  words  of  the  Saviour 
have  diffused  joy  and  gladness  over  the  heart  of  the 
condemned  criminal !  When  the  gracious  and  heaven¬ 
ly  promise  caught  his  ear,  he  no  doubt,  willingly  ex¬ 
changed  this  life  of  infamy  and  wretchedness,  for  one 
of  honour  and  happiness.  He  no  longer  dreaded  the 
arrival  of  the  inexorable  monarch  of  the  grave,  and 
now  view’ed  him  as  a  messanger  of  peace  come  to  wel- 
•come  him  home  to  his  Father’s  houJe,  where  he  shoulvt 
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fi>rever  behold  and  admire  the  perfections  of  that  Sa¬ 
viour  who  said  to  him,  “  to-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me 
in  paradise.”  In  the  death  of  Samson,  w^e  have  another 
instance  of  the  effect  produced  by  the  ejaculatory  pray¬ 
er  of  faith.  After  being  taken  captive  by  the  Philis- 
tines,^and  deprived  of  his  eyes,  it  was  customary  with 
them^to  bring  him  from  his  confinement  and  expose 
him  to  the  insults  of  his  foes.  Upon  one  of  these  occa¬ 
sions,  being  ,  placed  between  two  pillars  by  w  hich  the 
edifice  where  his  foes  w^ere  assembled,  Was  supported, 
^d  supposing  this  a  favourable  opportunity  of  avenging 
the  loss  of  his  sight,  and  the  cause  of  Israel,  he  thus  ad¬ 
dresses  that  God,  from  whom  he  had  received  all  his 
strength,  “  O  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee, 

-  only  this  once  I  pray  thee,  strengthen  me,  that  I  may 
be  avenged  of  the  Philistines  for  my  two  eyes.”  The 
Almighty  heard  and  answered  him,  and  by  one  mighty 
effort,  the  pillars  were  removed  out  of  their  places,  and 
his  enemies  w^ere  overwhelmed  in  the  promiscuous 
ruin  of  the  house.  The  Apostle  Paul,  seeing  the  de¬ 
pravity  and  sinfulness  of  the  human  heart,  that  the  spirit 
lusted  against  the  flesh,  and  the  flesh  against  the  spirit; 
and  that  when  he  would  do  good,  evil  was  present 
with  him,  was  constrained  to  exclaim,  “  O  wretched' 
man  that  I  am,  wlio  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of 
this  death !” 

2.  Secret  or  closet  prayer  is  recommended  to  us 
by  the  command,  example,  and  practice  of  Christ  him¬ 
self:  “  But  when  thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet, 
and  when  thou  hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Fathej 
whicffis  in  secret.”  This  is  the  command  ;  now  heatj 
the  promise  annexed  to  the  performance  of  the  duty 
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enjoined  :  “  and  thy  Father  which  seeth  in  secret  shalf  | 

*  i 

reward  thee  openly.”  Not  in  his  closet  shall  he  re-  i 

ceive  the  reward  of  his  compliance  with  the  command,  I 

but  openly;  not  before  his  fellow  mortals,  but  before  an  | 

f 

assembled  universe,  before  the  holy  angels  and  God  j 
the  Judge  of  all.  .  j 

Would  the  example  of  any  great  and  venerable  saint,  I 
the  example  of  any  good  king  or  prince,  influence  us  to 
the  performance  of  secret  prayer,  we  have  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  person  whose  character  infinitely  transcends  j 
that  of  any  saint  that  has  ever  lived,  whose  glory  and 
power  extend  over  all  kings  and  princes,  and  who  is 
himself  “  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,”  even  Jesus 
Christ  himself.  He  practised  this  duty,  and  by  his. ex¬ 
ample,  as  well  as  his  precept,  recommends  it  to  our 
attention..  “  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  he 
went  out -into  a  mountain  to  pray,  and  he  continued  all 
night  in  prayer  to  God.”  Although  it  should  be  prac¬ 
tised  at  least  every  morning  and  evening,  yet  there  are 
periods  when  it  is  more  necessary  than  at  others  ;  as  • 
when  vre  feel  any  strong  temptation  disturbing  our  re¬ 
pose,  intruding  with  filthy  and  impure  thoughts  into 
our  minds,  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  overcome  the 
adversary,  and  gain  our  accustomed  peace,  than  to  re¬ 
tire  to  our  closet,  and  supplicate  strength  from  on  high, 
that  we  may  be  enabled*  to  resist  the  allurements  of 
vice,  that  wisdom  may  be  imparted  to  us,  that  we  may 
.'discover  the  numerous  evils  by  which  thetlevil  endea- 
.vours  to  accomplish  our  destruction.  .When  calamities, 
distress,  and  disease  assail  us,  when  the  storms  of  p  |r- 
secution  rage  around  us,  when  friends  abandon  us  in 
ftouWe,  we  can,  we  should,  retire  to  our  closets,  and 
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not  only  seek  the  society  and  communion  of  that  friend 
j  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother,  but  we  may  also 
I  learu  to  bid  defiance  to  every  thing  that  menaces  our 
overthrow,  being  protected  by  an  almighty  arm,  that 
\  overrules  these  evils,  for  our  good,  and  for  the  advance- 
i  ment  of  his  own  glory  and  honour.  When  commencing 
any  important  business,  if  we  are  in  doubt  or  difficulty 
in  regard  to  the  proper  manner  of  procedure,  what  can 
1  be  more  proper  than  to  withdraw  to  our  closets,  and 
I  ask  a  spirit  of  discernment  from  God,  to  direct  our  in- 
I  queries  in  the  present  undertaking.  And  in  so  doing, 
j  we  shall  not  be  disappointed  ;  because  he  that  is  faith- 
i  ful  to  perform,  has  promised  that  be  will  hear  and 
answer  those  who  call  upon  him  in  faith  nothing  doubt¬ 
ing.  He  says,  let  him  that  lacketh  wisdom  ask,  not 
wavering  and  distrusting,  and  he  shall  have  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  his  request,  if  it  is  agreeble  to  the  will  of  bis 
heavenly  Father. 

3.  Family  Prayer  merits  our  consideration,  because 
by  it  the  Christian  character  may  be  ascertained  w  ith 
as  much  precision  as  by  any  other  kind  of  prayer  what¬ 
ever.  A  man  may  attend  to  the  duty  of  secret  suppli¬ 
cation,  he  may  attend  upon  the  worship  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  with  which  he  may  be  connected,  and  yet  nob 
feel  the  influence  of  vital  and  genuine  religion  operating 
upon  his  heart.  He  may  perform  all  these  duties,  with 
no  higher  or  more  noble  motive  than  to  retain  a  fair 

J 

j|  and  honest  character  before  men.  He  may  perform 
I  tlicrn  through  the  force  of  habit,  through  the  influence 
oi  connections  in  life;  but  bring  him  to  tjje  test  of  family 
worship,  in  which  he  must,  in  the  presence  of  all  his 
j  h^'usehold,  bow  the  knee  before  God,  and  entreat  ibr- 
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giveness  both  for  himself  ami  family,  and  then  Hh 
G^hristian  principle, -his  love  to  God  may  be  ascertained. 
You  will  then  hear  the  man  who  has  no'  religion  at 
heart,  making  these  excuses-:  “1  have  no  talent  for 
prayer,  I  am  confused  and  disconcerted  in  the  presence 
of  my  family  so  that  I  cannot  perform  this  duty/*  How 
docs  he  know  that  he  does  not  possess  the  gift  of  prayer? 
This  cannot  be  discovered  until  repeated  trials  have 
been  made,  because  the  spirit  is  promised  to  help  onr 
infirmities  ;  he  will  give  us  utterance,  if  we  engage  in 
the  duty  with  the  desire  of  performing  it  aright.  We 
cannot  conceive,  that  any  man  truly  impressed  w  ith  his 
entire  dependence  upon  the  bount}"  and  goodness  of  the 
Almighty,  can  live  in  the  continued  and  habitual,  and 
wilful  neglect  of  family  worship.  What !  a  Christian 
convinced  of  the  weakness  and  frailly  of  man,  and  that 
the  Lord  of  the  universe  has  supplied  him  with  all  the 
enjoyments  of  life  ;  that  if  the  preserving  and  upholding 
care  of  his  heavenly  Father  is  withdrawn  from  him,  he  ' 
must  unquestionably  perish,  that  Christ  died  to  save, 
and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  sanctifies  him,  and  yet  not 
manifest  his  gratitude  for  the  kindness  bestowed  upon 
him !  No,  this  is  utterly  impossible.  Where  pure 
and  undefiled  religion  exists  in  the  heart,  it  will  be  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  performance  of  the  commands  of  Jeho¬ 
vah.  It  will  be  manifested  by  the  exercises  in  which 
we  are  eng«^ed.  If  the  love  of  God  abide  in  our  bo¬ 
soms,  we  will  feel  an  inclination  to  express  our  thank? 
to  him  for  his  multiplied  blessings  received  by  us. — 
Any  man,  who  wilfully  neglects  this  duty,  is  yet  in  the 
gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,  far  from 
salvation,  w’ithout  Christ  and  without  God  in  the  world; 
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anti  consequently  exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  nn  Al- 
miglity  arm,  that  will  assert  the  glor\  and  honour  of 
God.  IvS  it  possible  tiiat  ftunilics  can  enjoy  tiie  condbrts 
of  religion,  when  the  curse  of  God  rests  upon  them  ? — 
Pour  out  thy  fury  upon  the  lioathen  that  know  thee 
not,  and  upon  the  fajoilies  thc.t  call  not  upon  thy  naiiie.^’ 
We  quote  the  words  of  scripture.  Th^^re  is  no  escape 
from  this  awful  and  tremendous  denunci  ilion  except  in 
compliance  .with  the  command.  Those  .that  neglect 
-this  duty,  are  ashamed  of  the  Redeemer,  and  of  his 
rause,  and  would  rather  etijoy  the  smiles. of  the  men  of 
the  world,  than  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  able  to  destroy 
both  soul  and  body  .in  hell.  They  stand  in  aw’e  of  the 
opinion  ofthe  men  ofrthe  world.  They  cannot  endure 
;he  sneers  and  scoffs  of  the  ungodly  and  profane,  yet 
they  are  not  afraid,  of  the  displeasure  ofthe  God  that 
tnade  them  and  preserves  them. in  being.  What  doas 
Christ  say  to  such  .persons,  as  . are  ashamed  of  him  and 
x»f  his  religion  ?  Hear  his  words  :  “  whosoever  there¬ 
fore,  shall  be  ashamed  of  me,  and  of  my  words,  in  this 
adulterous  and  sinful  generation,  of  him  will  tlie  son  of 
xnan  be  ashamed,  .when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  liis 
Father,  with  the  holy  angels.”  Shall  man  despise  the 
command  of  Jesus  Christ  and  prosper  in  Ids  ways  ?  He 
may,  it  is  true,  appear  to  enjoy  repose  and  comfort,, 
but  it  is  all  delusion,  for  there  is  no  peace  to.the  wicked, 
^saith  my  God.  Death  will  reveal  the  fallacy  of  Ids 
imagined  security.  When  brought  down  to  the  mouth 
of  the  grave,  when -wealth  can  grant.no  relief  from  the 
grim. messenger  of  the  tomb,  friends  can  afford  no  assist¬ 
ance,  can  oppose  no  barrier  to  the  shaft  armed  with 
destruction,  when  all  earthly  power  can  give  no  respite. 
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iio  reprieve,  no  delay  to  the  execution  of  the  sentence 
Ibitli  from  the  Eternal  ;  then  they  will  tly  to 
Jesus  for  protection  only  ;  hut  this  only  increases  their 
agony.  They  look  up  to  that  Saviour  w  hom  they  have 
rejected  and  despised  in  their  prosperity,  of  whom  they 
Ikad  been  ashamed  in  health,  but  he  is  not  then  on  treat¬ 
ing  terms  with  them  ;  they  behold  him  seated  upon  his 
awful  throne,  the  frow’ns  of  a  despised  sovereign  rest 
upon  his  brow  ;  (bat  arm,  which  was  once  extended  for 
iheir  deliverance,  is  now  raised  to  strike  them  down  to 
the  gulph  that  yawns  beneath  tiiem,  where  the  fiery 
billows  aw'ait  their  fall  bclow\ 

Such,  it  is  to  be  dreaded,  w’ill  be  tlic  fearful  disap¬ 
pointment  of  multitudes,  wdio  appear  often  at  the  Lord’s 
tabic,  wdio  attend  regularly^  every  Lord’s  day  in  the 
]>lace  of  public  wmrship,  and  wlio  (latter  themselves 
that  they  are  saved  sinners,  wdiile  they  utterly  neglect 
the  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  in  their  fimilies. — 
The  habitual  and  long  neglect  of  this  duty  ought  to  un¬ 
deceive  them  ;  and  teach  them  that  God  cannot  pour 
out  his  fury,  as  he  will  do  on  praycrless  families,  upon 
those  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope  set  before 
them.  At  the  last  judgment,  when  hypocrites  arc 
jdeading  their  good  w  orks  for  tlieir  acquital,  they  plead 
public  works,  done  before  the  world.  They  do  not, 
dare  not  say,  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  been  careful  to 
pray  in  secret,  daily,  and  in  our  families,'  daily  ?  No, 
but,  ‘‘  we  have  prophesied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy 
name  done  many  wonderful  works.” 

But  while  we  enforce  the  punctual  performance  of 
this  duty  every  morning  and  evening,  w^e  would  also 
warn  our  readers  against  formality,  and  a  legal  spirit- 
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Wiieii  we  sny  that  it  is  a  test  of  religious  character,  we 
uouU  be  very  fir  from  encouraging  every  one  who 
worships  GoJ  in  his  family,  morning  and  evening,  as  to 
the  outward  form,  to  take  that  as  a  decisive  evidence 
that  he  has  the  grace  of  God  in  his  heart.  A  hypocrite 
may  perform  the  outward  duty  to  buy  a. place  at  the 
communion  table,  among  a  people,  who  admit  none 
that  neglect  it  ;  or  he  may  do  it  to  buy  the  favour  of 
God,  and  a  title  to  heaven.  In  such  oases,  indeed,  it 
will  be  cold  and  formal  ;  and  the  heart  will  often  say, 
‘‘what  a  weariness  is  it  f  ’  The  Christian  will  ap- 
])roach  the  family  altar,  to  meet  and  have  communion 
with  the  Father,  and  his  Son  Christ  Jesus,  to  find 
strength  for  duty,  and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
against  aflliction.  Where  it  is  generally  otherwise 
among  any  people,  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  ere 
long  it  will  fall  into  disuse,  as  it  does  so  lamentably 
^imong  many  pc^qple,  who  are  professors  in  the  churches 
of  the  land.  Then  some  will  apologize.  “  It  is  a  duty, 
but  not  a  necessary  one.  Good  people  naay  omit  it, 
nay  religion  may  flourish  as  well  in  families  and  congre¬ 
gations,  where  it  is  wholly  neglected,  as  where  it  is  re¬ 
gularly  practised.^’  Many  Christian  congregations, 
liave  here  and  there  only  a  family  who  attend  upon  this 
duty,  while  the  great  majority  neglect  it.  Such  con¬ 
gregations  are  like  the  old  and  sickly  tree,  whos^ 
branches  generally  decay,  w^hose  leaves  wither,  whose 
fruit  fiiils,  and  here  and  there  presents  a  solitary  branch 
only,  which  puts  forth  leaves  and  blosoms,  and  bears 
a  little  fruit.  Such  a  tree  is  rapidly  declining,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  vitality  is  nearly  gone,  and  its  end  is  near  to 

burningv  Reader,  cast  your  eyes  over  what  is  called; 
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and  should  be,  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  and  see  hdvv 
many  of  these  blasted,  withering,  dying  plants  you  dis- 
cover !  Prayer  meetings  in  such  congregations  arc 
neglected,  and  could  we  enter  into  the  hearts  of  the 
great  body  of  professors,  when  standing  before  the 
Lord,  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  while  the  ministering 
servant  of  the  Lord  is  offering  up  prayers  as  the  mouth 
of  the  congregation,  what  a  mournful  desoLtion  should 
we  discover  1  How  little  contrition  !  How  little  sense 
of  want!  How  little  looking  to  God,  through  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  for  pardon  of  sin  and  sanctification  of  nature  ! 

Where  secret  prayer  is  attended  to  with  punctuality 
and  delight,  the  family  altar  morning  and  evening  smok- 
^  ing  with  sweet  incense,  which  sheds  its  fragrant  per- 
^  fumes  on  the  abodes  of  the  righteous,  and  wdiere  God's 
people  delight  in  speaking  one  to  another  in  meetings 
for  prayer  and  Christian  conference,  how  different  the 
aspect  of  a  congregation  !  It  resembles  gardens  spread 
forth  by  the  rivers  of  waters,  trees  of  lign  aloes  whicli 
the  Lord  hath  planted.  It  is  watered  with  streams 
from  Lebanon.  Every  shower  refreshes  it,  and  im¬ 
parts  new  vigour  and  beauty.  When  the  people  of 
God  in  such  a  congregation  come  to{rether  into  the 
house  of  prayer,  and  stand  up  before  the  Lord  of  the 
whole  earth,  to  pray  before  him,  how^  do  their  hearts 
burn  within  them,  while  the  messenger  of  the  Lord  of 
.  hosts  utters  their  prayers  as  their  mouth !  Their 
heart  is  like  the  heart  of  one  man,  and  deep  sentiments 
of  contrition,  humility,  gratitude,  and  faith,  animate  the 
assembly,  such  as  never  did  and  never  will,  a  congrega*- 
tion  of  prayerless  families. 
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Reader,  stir  up  thyself,  thy  family;  thy  congregation, 
to  this  great  and  important  duty.'  .  Go  in  faith,  to  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesua  Christ,  relying  on 
the  intercession  of  pur  great  High  Priest,  aided  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,' who  maketh  intercession  within  us,  with 
groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered,  and  you  shall  not  go 
in  vain.  ,  Your  prayers,  then,  will  not.  be  without^ 
works,  for  prayer  being  alone,  is  dead  ;  but  you  will 
become  fruitful  in.  every  good  word  and  work.  All 
the  graces  of  tbp.  Holy  Spirit,  love,  joy,  faith,  long- 
suffering,  meekness,  gentleness,  and  temperance,  will 
ripen  fast  into  maturity  ;  while  the  lusts  of  the  flesh, 
will  wither,  die,  and  disappear  for  w^ant  of  nourishmentv 
“  O  come  and  let  us  worship  him, 

Let  us  bow  down  withal  ; 

And  on  our  knees  before  the  Lord, 

Our  Maker,  let  us  fall.”. 


REVIEW  OF  Paul’s  defence  of  creeds  and  confesct 

SIGNS..  . 

**  Creeds  and  Confessions  ,  Defended,  and  Attacks 
made  on  Covenanters,  Seceders,  Lc.  Repelled,  in  a 
Series  of  Letters  addressed  to  the  anonymous  author 
of  ‘  The  Battle  of  the  Two  Dialogues.’  By  John  I^aul, 
Minister  of  the  Gospel,  Loughmourne. 

Doth  our  law  judge  any  mauj  before  it  hear  him^  ahA 
know  what  he  doth  ?  John, 

Pauly  thou  art  permitted  to  speak  for  thyself.  Acts. 

Belfast,  (Ireland)  1819.  pp.  72.  8vo.” 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  since  the  formation  of  the 
Apostles’  creed,  which  is  generally  referred  to  apostoL 
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ic  times,  and  by  some,  to  the  Apostles  themselves,  that 
the  enemies  of  truth  have  opposed  those  formulas  oi 
doctrine,  which  have  been  used  in  the  church  as  tests 
of  orthodoxy.  Socinians,  Quakers,  Arminians,  Sic, 
since  the  date  of  the  origin  of  these  sects,  have  been 
clamorous  against  all  creeds  and  confessions,  as  dictated 
by  contracted  and  bigoted  minds,  and  employed  for 
tyrannical  purposes.  It  is  but  of  late  years  that  men 
who  are  reputed  orthodox,  have  joined  in  this  clamour, 
and  commenced  with  axes  and  hammers,  to  deface  these 
ancient  pillars  of  truth,  erected  in  the  church  by  her 
greatest  .and  best  men,  with  much  toil  and  at  great 
pense.  The  age  in  which  we  live  is  emphatically  the 
age  of  revelation,  the  spirit  of  w  hich  is  stirring  in  all 
nations,  Christian,  Mahometan,  and  Heathen,  and  acting 
with  a  power  which  bespeaks  changes  more  extensive 
than  the  w^ord  has  ever  witnessed  heretofore.  The 
veneration  of  the  Persian  for  Zoroaster  is  diminishing, 
the  Hindoo  has  less  regard  for  his  Shastres  and  Veda, 
the  Mahometan  for  his  Koran,  the  Roman  Catholic  for 
his  Missal,  and  the  Protestant  for  his  Confession  of 
Faith.  When  the  rage  for  innovation  once  commences, 
it  spares  neither  good  nor  bad,  but  lays  waste  all  with 
indiscriminate  fury. 

The  neglect  to  apply  the  standards  of  the  Protestant 
churches  in  the  admission  of  members  and  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  discipline  upon  ministers  and  members,  and  the 
peopling  the  commonw^ealth  of  Israel  with  the  ignonant, 
the  erroneous,  and  the  heretical,  have  been  for  many 
years  preparing  the  way,  for  the  utterance  of  such  sen¬ 
tences  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  as  give  good  rea- 
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son  ofalarm  to  the  stable  friends  of  truth,  who  are  not 
‘‘  driven  about  w  ith  every  wind  of  doctrine.” 

We  have  heard  of  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church  declaiming  with  vehemence  against  creeds  and 
confessions,  from  the  pulpit.  We  have  heard  of  a 
Presbyterian  minister  asserting  that  the  assembly  of 
divines  at  Westminster  w^ere  under  Satanic  influence, 
when  they  framed  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the 
Catechisms.  All  this  has  been  brought  within  a  nar¬ 
row  compass  lately.  When  the  superintendants  of  the 
Presbyterian  Theological  seminary  were  assembled  a 
few  weeks  since  at  Princeton,  Dr.  H — ,  in  a  sermon,  on 
the  forenoon  of  Sabbath,  advocated  the  substitutionary 
nature  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ ;  Dr.  S — ,  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  plead  the  cause  of  Hopkinsianism  ;  Dr.  E — . 
in  the  evening  sermon,  attacked  the  errors  of  the  Ilop- 
kinsians,  and  on  Monday,  Mr.  D — ,  in  a  sermon,  taught 
that  those  who  spent  thpir  time  in  studying  systems  of 
theology  and  confessions  of  faith,  he  must  say,  though 
he  did  not  wish  to  give  offence,  were  guilty  of  outra¬ 
geous  bigotry. -  These  gentlemen  are  superintendants 
of  tbe^ivinity  school  at  Princeton,  and  all  at  their  ordi¬ 
nation  were  sworn  to  support  the  Confession  of  Faith. 
That  there  were  tw’o  ministers,  men  good  and  true  to 
defend  the  doctrines  of  the  word  of  God,  as  expressed 
in  the  standards  of  the  church,  is  a  subject  for  felicita¬ 
tion  ;  that  there  were  others  who,  before  the  theologi¬ 
cal  professors,  one  hundred  students  of  theology,  many 
ministers  of  the  same  body,  and  a  Presbyteriiih  congre¬ 
gation,  boldly  adventured  to  assail  .the  doctirine  of  the 
standards  and  even  open  their  artillery  on  the  very 

citadel  which  they  are  sworn  to  defend,  may  well  esT- 
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cite  sorrow  and  indignation.  All  this  .demonstrates 
that  whatever  theories  men  may  adopt  on  the  subject 
of  creeds,  these  instruments,  in  some  quarters  of  the 
church,  are  little  more  than  a  dead  letter.  Indeed,  it 
is  not  merely,  the  doctrines  of  .these  formulas- that  are 
impugned  by  many,  but  much  of.  their  morality  is  la¬ 
mentably  disregarded  by  most  of  those  who  are  called 
orthodox  in  doctrine — We  mean  professedly  disregard¬ 
ed  in  the  admission  of  members.  . 

Those  who  declaim  against  these  standards  of- doc- 
tine,  must,  if  they  think  and  reason  at  all,  take  the  posi¬ 
tion  that  the  simple  expression  of  assent  todhe  inspira¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is.  all  that  any  judicatory 
has  a  right  .to  demand,  as  a  test  of  orthodoxy  in  princi-. 
pie,  and  that  to  require  any  more  is  an  unauthorized 
and  tyrannical  requirement ;  perhaps  we  might  adtl 
;is  the  only  .test- of  morality  ;  for  men  of  corrupt  minds 
have  disputed  no  little  against  the  morality  ol  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  attempted  to  cover  their  immoral  prac- 
i^ces  by  a  perversion  of  its*  holy  maxims.  Will  any  of 
:hese  declaimcrs  have  the  boldness  to.  proceed  this 
length  in  practice?  Not  yet,  we  believe.  Should 
they  ask  an  applicant  how  many  persons  there  are  iiv 
the  Godhead  ?  how  many  natures  Christ  has  ?  whether 
Christ  is  God  ?  whether  he  died  in  the  room  of  sinners? 
whether  all  men  will  be  saved  ?  whether  there  is  any 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  commencing 
immediately  after  death  I  or  any  other  similar  question,, 
and  expect  of  him  an  answer  ^according  to  the  views 
♦hey  profess,  to  entertain  on  these  8;ibjects  ;  they  act. 
upon  1  creed  ;•  for  all  these  points  have  been  disputed 
iuuong  men  w bo, profcsi  their  belief  m  the  iospiralioh ' 
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iii  the  Bible.  The  doctrines  of  a  trinity  of  ^rsons  of 

the  divinity  and  humanity  of  Christ,  of  his  ueath  in  the 

room  of  sinners,  have  all  been  denied  by  men  who 

professed  to  believe  the  Bible. .  If  we  employ  no  test. 

of  soundness  in  the  faith,  but  the  simple  profession  of 

receiving  the  Scriptures  on  the  rule  of  duty,  we  can  » 

never  exclude  men  who  hold  these  and  other  damnable 

heresies.  Whenever  we  demand  assent  to  any  of  these 

truths,  we  employ  a  confession  of  faith  ;,for  they  all 

involve  the  interpretation  of  Scripture.  ,  The  same 

remarks  apply  and  with  equal  force  to  all  the  exercises 

of  grace  in  the  believer ;  for  men  have  differed  re-. 

specting  the  nature  of  these  as  much  as  on  abstract 

points  of  belief.  The  question,  then,  is  brought  to  this, 

shall  all  ministers  and  sessions  make  creeds  for  them- 

selves  according  to  their  fancy,  or  shall  the  judicatories 

of  the*^ church  rather  be  entrusted  with  this  important 

# 

business?  This  question  will  be  answered  without  ^ 
hesitation  by*.every  sensible  and  good  man.  These 
formulas  of  doctrine  are  “  the  footsteps  of  the  flock,’’  ' 
wliich  we  are  commanded  to  follow. 

It  is  well  known  that  for  many  years  there  have  been  . 
Socinians  and  Arminians  among  the  ministers  connected 
with  the  synod  of  -Ulster,  in  Ireland.  It  would  be 
strange  did  they. not  feeb  some. compunctious  visitinge,- 
in  swearing  to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  the 
most  prominant  doctrines  of  which  they  did. not  believe, 
indthat'they  should  not  make  efforts  to  demolish  the  fab¬ 
ric.  They  did  make  such  efforts;  and  as  the  Reformed 
P resbyterians  or  Covenanters,  and  the  Secession  branch¬ 
es,  of  the  church  were  the  most  zealous  defenders  of-  . 
Creeds  aqcf  Confessions  ;  they  were  the  chief  objects 
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ot'alt:ick,  and  virulent  abuse.  Mr.  Paul,  a  Refm’meit 
Presbyterian  minister,  in  the  pamphlet  before  us,  enters 
the  lists  with  the  enemy,  and  ably  defends  a  good  caus(v. 
We  give  the  following  extract  as  a  specimen  of  his  de¬ 
fence.  It  is  taken  from  pp.  13 — 16. 

“  The  controversy  about  creeds  and  confessions  may 
be  reduced,  if  I  mistake  not,  to  very  narrow  limits,  thus: 

“  Either  a  riniple  profession  of  faith  in  the  scriptures 
(so  far  as  belief  is  concerned,)  is  sufficient  to  entitle  to 
the  privileges  of  the  Christian  church,  of  it  is  not.  If 
such  a  profession  is  sufficient,  then  creeds  and  confes- 
,  sions  are  unnecessary  ;  if  it  is  not  sufficient,  then  both 
the  necessity  and  utility  of  creeds  and  confessions  ars 
fully  established.* 

“  Now,  my  dear  sir,  as  you  talk  so  much  of  the  suffi¬ 
ciency,  perfection,  and  infallability  of  scripture,  1  ask 
you,  do  you  imiigine  that  a  simple  profession  of  faith  in 
the  scriptures,  is  sufficient  to  entitle  to  the  privileges  of 
the  Christian  church  ?  Were  a  person  to  apply  to  you 
for  admission,  and,  upon  his- application,  declare  that 
he  believed  the  scriptures  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and, 
of  course,  that  he  believed  all  the  doctrines  contained 
in  that  sacred  volume,  wouhl  you  regard  this  declara¬ 
tion  as  perfectly  satisfactory  ? — as  perfectly  sufficient 
to  entitle  him  to  admission?  Upon  this  principle, 
would  you  actually  admit  him  ?  If  you  say  you  would ; 
and  prove  that  in  doing  so,  your  conduct  would  be  pro¬ 
per  ;  you  have  gained  your  j>oint ;  the  controversy  is 
ended.  But,  my  dear  sir,  do  you  not  perceive,  that  if 
a  simple  profession  of  fiith  in  the  scriptures  were  ah 
that  is  necessary  to  qualify  for  admission,  the  most  er¬ 
roneous  anj  fanatical  persons  that  ever  .  lived  could 


&f.Cr€0ds  cmd  Cov/essioirf.- 


rxever  be  excluded.  These  who  ‘'  give  heed  to  seduc¬ 
ing  spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils,  forbidding  to  marry, 
and  abstaining  from  meats,”  must  ail  be  admitted  iiitb 
your  community.  Those  who  hold  the  doctrine  of  the 
Kicohittines,  and  contend  for  a  community  of  wives ; 
and  those  who  plead  for  polygamy,  divorce,  and  even 
fornication,  must  all  be  received.  Those  who  deny 
the  Christian  baptism,  and  the  Eord^s  supper,  the 
preaching  of  the  word,  and*  even  the  obligation  of  the 
moral  law  of  God,  must  all  become  members  of  your 
society.  Those  who  believe  the  Redeemer  to  be  the 
supreme  God  ;  those  who  believe  him  to  be  a  superan- 
gclic  being ;  those  who  believe  him  to  be  a  mere  man, 
a  peccable  being  like  ourselves  ;  and  those  who  believe 
that  he  had  no  human  nature  at  all,  that  his  incarnation, 
death,  resurrection,  and  ascention,  were  all  imaginary 
— all  these  must  be  admitted  by  you  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  most  solemn  ordinances.  If  they  profess  their 
faith  in  the  scripture,  you  cannot  refuse  them.  Dan¬ 
cers,  Dunkers,  Jumpers,  and  Shakers,  must  all  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  your  community.  If  they  profess  their  be¬ 
lief  in  the  scriptures,  you  can  ask  no  more;  yoursejf  be- 

judge,  “  the  utmost  that  can  be  expected  of  them  is, 
to  act  on  their  opinions.”  Of  course,  when  publhi 
worship  commences,  your  alleys  must  be  cleared,  that 
the  dancers  may  “  trip  it  on  the  light  fantastic  toe 
whilst  the  Jumpers  and  Shakers,  having  stripped  off 
their  clothes,  leap  till  their  heads  strike  the  joists  of 
your  galleries,  and  their  bodies  fall  down  in  convulsions 
before  you. 

”  Nor  must  you  by  any  means  refuse  admission  to 
the  Flagcllantcs,  who  believe  that  salvation  car;  on!v  be 

t*'  ^ 
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o^ainecl  by  faith  anti  ubipping.  Presume  not  to  deny 
them  the  most  effectual  means  of  their  salvation — the 
cat-o’-nine-tails.  Whilst,  with  energy  and  zeal,  they 
exercise  their  godly  discipline,  and  vigorously  perse¬ 
vere  in  their  pious  flagellations,  dare  not  to  interfere. 

‘  The  utmost  you  cun  expect  pf  them  is,  to  act  on  their 
opinions.’ 

Suppose  the  next  class  of  candidates  for  admission 
(o  be  the  Circoncelliones.  With  the  clubs  of  Israel  in 
their  liands,  and  the  war-boop  of  ‘  Praise  be  to  God,’ 
in  their  mouths,  these  ancient  fanatics  sallied  forth  in 
frantic  fury.  As  ‘  vindicators  of  justice,  and  protectors 
of  the  oppressed,’  they  enfranchised  slaves,  discharged 
debtors,  cancelled  bonds,  and  forced  masters  to  ex¬ 
change  situations  with  their  servants.  With  the  clubs 
of  Israel  (for  they  used  no  swords,  our  Saviour  having 
forbidden  the  use  of  one  to  Peter,)  with  the  clubs  of. 
Israel,  breaking  the  bones  of  their  victims,  and  pouring 
into  their  eyes  a  solution  of  quick-lime  and  vinegar, 
they  left  them  to  perish  in  the  utmost  agonies.  Vio¬ 
lating  their  vows  of  chastity,  they  gave  themselves  up 
to  wine,  and  every  species  of  impurity.  At  last,  by 
voluntary  martyrdom,  or  suicide,  they  terminated  a 
series  of  unexampled  atrocities. — These,  no  doubt,  you 
would  consider  a  coarse  description  of  Christians.  But 
w’hat  could  you  do  ?  If  willing  to  subscribe  the  scrip- 
tures,  you  could  not  refuse  them.  ‘  The  utmost  you 
r:oull  expect  61  them  would  be,  to  act  on  their  opinions.’ 

*‘The  Adamites,  tlje  Caiiiitcs,  the  Scrpcntariau.s 
and  SaUnians,^  must  all  be  admitted  members  of  year 
society.  It  is  tiue,  the  tenets  cf  the  Adamites  might, 
perhaps,  dl-plejse  you  a  little — particularly  the  iuuda* 
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tuiii,  pro  '  vj  V  .  .  ,  Ibrswear,  and  reveal  not 

Hie  secn*t.  -  ^  strenuously  maintain,  that  it 

is  i'iij4iily  ir^.  .  ^  »-'rry,  or  to  wear  any  clothes, 

voi  must  r.r^  ‘loe  to  condemn  their  tenets;  for, 

aaortling  to  own  doctrine,  you  are  fallahle  as 

well  hs  tim  /.t  lites  :  von  are  as  liable  and  as  likely 
to  he  mist  ikv  as  they.  In  imitation  of  old  father  Adam, 
you  must  allow  them  the  privilege  of  appearing  in  your 
assembly  naked,  ‘  The  utmost  you  can  expect  of  them 
is,  to  act  on  their  opinions.’ 

Upon  the  same  principle,  I  conclude,  you  are  by 
far  too  li’oeral,  to  exclude  from  your  community,  the 
sect  of  the  Caiuites.  You  would  not  condemn  this  sect, 
for  holding  in  the  highest  veneration  such  worth}’ char¬ 
acters  as  Cain,  Corah,  Dathan,  Abiram,  and  the  Sodom* 
ites,  but  particularly  Judas  Iscariot,  who  was  singular¬ 
ly  useful  in  betraying  the  Redeemer,  by  yvhose  blood 
we  are  saved  i 

Nor  must  you,  by  any  means,  reject  the  Serpentari- 
ans,  w  ho  venerate  the  serpent  that  beguiled  Eye,  sup¬ 
posing  it  to  be  the  son  of  God  ! 

“  Nor  could  you  refuse  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
to  the  good  old  Satanians,  who  very  Tvisely  considered^ 
that  as  the  Devil  was  a  being  of  great  power,  it  was  a 
dictate  of  prudence  to  venerate  and  adorft  him.  You 
not  condemn  any  of  these  tenets ;  for  you  are  a  ' 
fellable  being,  as  liable  and  as  likely  to  err,  as  any  Ser- 
pentarian  or  Sataniah  in  the  world.  ‘  The  utmost  you 

expect  of  such  characters,  is.  to  act  on  their  opin¬ 
ions.’ 

“The  Amsdorfiahs  asserted,  that  good  works  werfe 
only  unprofitable,  but  obstacles  to  our  salvation/ 
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“  The  .Beg^iines  maliiUinecl,  that  when  oace  we,^te 
united  to  (fod,  we  arrive  at  a  state,  not  oiily  of  sinlesi? 
p'erfeclion,  l)ut  of  impeccability — that  wc  may  indulge 
all  our  appetites  and  passions  wijmet  restraint-  that 
the  greatest  enormitios  arc  perfectly  innocent — and 
that  we  are  bour^tl  by  no  laws,  neither  civil  nor  eccle¬ 
siastical. 

The  Libertines  contended,  that  God  was  the  irn- 
mediate  author  of  every  action — that,  properly  speak¬ 
ing,  there  was  no  snch  thing  as  sin,  nor  any  cssentini 
dilTerence  between  right  and  wrong — that  we  might 
indulge  all  our  appetites  and  passions  without  restraint 
— that -all  our  actions  and  pursuits  are  perfectly  inno¬ 
cent — that  our  blessed  Redeemer  was  nothirig  more 
than  a  mere  je  nc  scat  quo7\^  composed  of. the  Spirit  ot 
God,  and  the  opinion  of  men. 

“  Now,  Sir,  is  it  not  evident,  that,  upon  your  princi¬ 
ples,  Amsdortians,  Beguines,  and  Idbertines,  must  all  be 
admitted  and  recognized  as  church  members  ?  Profes- 
sing  to  believe  in  the  word  of  God,  you  could  not  re* 
;fuse  them.  Nor  could  you  at  all  condemn  their  tenet?/ 
Why  ? — You  will  answer  the  question  yourself.  You 
are  ‘  as  falliable,  as  liable,  and  as  likely  to  err,’  as  any 
Beguine,  Amsdorfean,  or  Libertine  in  the  world.  ‘The 
utmost  we  can  expect  of  men,  is,  to  act. on  their  opin¬ 


ions.’  I 

“  To  render  your  church  a  little  more  respectable,  f 
you  might  have  a  few  Stylites,  or  pillar  saints.  These  | 
worthy  characters,  like  St.  Simeon  Stylites,  perched  on  j|j 
the  tops  of  towers  forty  ,  or  fifty  cubits  high,  might  stand 
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flkcrc  motionless  for  tliirtv  or  forlv  years.  Tiie  cle- 
vated  piety  and  exalted  devotion  of  these  «anchorites, 
could  not  fail  to  excite  universal  admiration  :  they  would 
uiKlonbtedly  he  looked  up  to  by  Christians  of  every 
%iescription.” 

RE^VIKW  OF  HARING  ON  IIOPKINSI ANISM. 

Errors  of  llopkinsianism  ;  or  a  Fair  and  Candid 
Examination  of  those  modern  prevailing  notions  of 
natural  ability,  and  general  or  indefinite  atonement, 
t\hich  hate  of  late  found  their  wav,  and  made  such 
rapid  strides  in  the  Dutch  church  :  in  wiiich,  their 
repugnance  to  the  Primitive  Doctrines  of  that  church, 
is  clearly  pointed  out,  in  a  series  cf  letters,  addressed 
to  Henry  A.  Ho|)per.  By  Peter  Haring. 

Patterson,  1824.  pp.  62.  12mo.'’ 

These  letters  are  dated,  as  witten,  in  Ramapough,  in 
New- Jersey,  at  the  base  of  the  Highlands,  in  1823. 
The  writer  is  a  layman,  and  a  member  of  the  Dutch 
church,  to  the  doctrines  of  which,  he  appears  to  be 
s^.ealously  and  intelligently  attached.  He  seems  to 
write  with  very  great  facility,  and  his  style  is  perspi- 

I  I 

cuons,  chaste  and  vigorous,  while  his  arguments  are 
forcible  on  the  two  great  points,  which  he  places  be¬ 
fore  him,  decisive.  In  his  preface,  he  enforces  the 
propriety  and  illustrates  the  advantages  of  religious 
controversy,  and  maintains  that  it  is  better  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  church,  than  compromit  the  interests 
of  truth  and  duty.  Indeed  this  sentiment  is  becoming 

very  general  in  the  churches,  and  it  is  certainlj^  correct ; 
48 
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for  there  has  never  been  any  great  and  desirable  pro¬ 
gress  made  by  Christianity,  unless  where  there  was 
much  controversy.  The  age  of  the  apostles,  and  their 
immediate  successors,  was  emphatically  the  age  of  con¬ 
troversy.  In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  we  tind  Paul 
almost  every  where  reasoning  and  disputing.  Hov/ 

y 

could  it  be  otherwise.  The  pure  and  holy  religion  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  came  into  contact  with  the  su¬ 
perstition,  idolatry,  and  philosophy,  falsely  so  called, 
of  the  heathen  idolaters,  and  philosophers,  and  w  ith 
the  bigotry  of  the  Jews.  How  should  the  doctrines 
which  had  been  taught  and  believed  as  sacred  for  ages, 
be  rooted  out  of  the  minds  of  the  nations,  without  rea¬ 
soning  ?  The  shock  of  tw  o  great  systems,  w  hen  meet¬ 
ing  in  conflict,  must  produce  all  the  vehemence  of 
argumentative  collision,  and  so  we  know  the  fact  to 
have  been.  .The  epistles  of  the  New  Testament  and 
the  prophets  of  the  Old,  are  generally  polemic.  What 
are  all  the  volumes  accumulated  by  the  industry  of  the 
Greek  and  Latin  Fathers,  but  a  vast  magazine  of  con¬ 
troversy  ?  Were  they  not  all  written,  either  directly, 
or  indirectly,  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  systems  of 
ignorance  or  error,  or  for  repelling  attacks  made  upon 
the  characters  or  doctrines  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus  ? 
The  apostolic  missionaries  did  not  think  as  many  mo¬ 
dern  missionaries  do,  that  ^,1  argument  should  be  avoid¬ 
ed. 

The  age  of  the  Reformation  was  of  the  same  charac¬ 
ter.  Then  the  truths  of  the  same  gospel,  were  brought 
into  collision  with  the  corruptions  of  Christianity,  and 
awakened  a  spirit  of  controversy,  in  which  the  best 
talents  of  the  respective  parties,  w  ere  employed  and 
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stf etched  to  the  utmost  in  the  defence  of  error  on  the 
one  side,  and  truth  on  the  other.*  All' the  writings  of 
Zuinglius,  Luther,  Carlostadt^*  Calvin,  Beza,  Knox, 
Du  Moulin,  &c.  are  of  a  controversial  character  ;  as 
are  those  of  Bellarmine  and  other  Roman  Catholics  of 
the  same  period.  The  Protestant  systems  of  divinity, 
formed  in  the  schools  of  theology  and  published  in  the 
Latin  langti age,  are  in  the  polemic  form — as  Calvin’s, 
Zurrettin’s,.  Quensted’s;  Witsius,  Pictate’s,  &c.  The 
press  then  teemed  witli  polemical  productions,  which 
roused  into  action  all  the  powers  of  thought  and  inves¬ 
tigation.-  The  pulpit  discussions  of  that  age  bore  the 
same  aspect.  The  preachers  reasoned  and  argued  all 
their  topics  first,  then  applied  their  doctrines  for  the 
regulation  of  the  hearts  and  lives  of  their  hearers.  In 
this  great  conflict,  truth  was  again  victorious  in  the  field 
of  argument. 

We  are  approaching  the  age  of  the  millennium,  w  hen 
the  gospel  will  be  felt  in  its  all-powerful  and  salutary 
influence  over  every  nation  of  the  world.  They  de¬ 
ceive  themselves  who  imagine,  that' none  but  its  bland 
accents  will  be  heard  in  order  to  reduce  the  nations  to 
the  obedience  of  faith.  It  has  been  fashionable  of  late, 
especially  since  the  establishment  of  Bible  societies 
and  other  benevolent  institutions,  on  a  large  scale,  to 
deprecate  all  religious  controversy,  and  profess  to  ex¬ 
ercise  charity  and  liberality  towards  all  opinions.— 
Missionaries,  we  have  been  told,  are  to  diffuse  the 
gos  pel  among  all  men  of  all  nations,  without  ever  enter¬ 
ing  into  any  argument  with  brahmins,  muftis,  and  other 
priests  of  ignorance,  heresy,  idolatry  and  superstilij^Ti. 
Perhaps  all  this  is  predicated  on  the  llopkinsian  princi- 
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pie,  that  the  UDflerstnnding  of  man  is  not  depraved,  and 
that  even  in  Popish,  Mahometan,  and  Pagan  countries 
it  needs  no  reform.  P>ut,  however  it  may  have  ori¬ 
ginated,  a  re-actioii  is  taking  place  in  the  public  mind^ 
and  it  will,  we  apprehend,  he  powerful  and  irresistible. 
'^Ve  might  illustrate  this  remark,  from  the  state  of  things 
in  Europe,  but  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  our  own 
country.  Hopkinsians  and  Socinians,  for  several  years’ 
have  kept  the  press  labouring  on  their  productions. — 
The  friends  of  truth  have  been  excited  to  gird  on  the 
armour.  Mr.  M’Master,  several  years  since,  published 
his  valuable  Essay  on  the  Fundamental  Doctrines  of 
Christianity,  and  Mr.  Ely  his  respectable  Contrast. 
Dr.  McLeod,  in  series  of  evening  Sermons,  exposed, 
beft;  re  crouded  audiences,  in  his  church  in  New-York, 
'the  Hopkinsian  and  Socinian  errors.  Lately,  Dr.  Mil¬ 
ler,  in  his  controversy  with  the  Baltimore  Unitariiui 
Miscellany,  and  with  professor  Stuart,  has  entered  the 
field  of  argument,  against  Socinians  and  Hopkinsians. 
Dr.  Alexander  too  has  appeared,  or  at  least  contended, 
in  the  Christian  Advocate,  against  the  Hopkinsians,  in 
his  able  review  of  professor  Murdock’s  Sermon.  The 
example  set  from  the  press  by  these  distinguished  mer>, 
in  the  Presbyterian  church,  has  been  followed  by  many 
of  their  brethren  in  the  pulpit. 

The  students  of  the  theological  seminaries,  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  Princeton,  have  begun  to  feel  strongly  the  re¬ 
acting  power.  The  Lord  arms  the  sons  of  the  prophets  . 
in  defence  of  his  truth,  with  the  heavenly  panopl}^. 

The  avowal  and  publication  of  the  Hopkinsian  erros^ 
by  a  few  of  the  feebler  ministers  of  the  lieformed 
Dutch  Church,  has  brought  out  by  the  press,  Millc- 
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lioller,  Fonda,  Freiligh,  Haring,  &c.  All  thi?,  vve  are 
persuaded,  is  merely  skirmishing,  prelusive  to  the 
great  doctrinal  battle  of  armageddon,  if  we  may  use 
this  phrase;  We  do  utterly  mistake  the  signs  of  the 
times,  if  we  are  not  on  the  eve  of  a  more  powerful, 
vehement,  and  extensive  strife  of  opinion  than  the 
world  has  ever  witnessed.  The  errors,  heresies,  and 
disorders  of  the  Christian  world,  with  all  its  tyranny 
and  infidelity  in  the  civil  governments  of  the  nations  ; 
the  bigotry, .idolatry,  tyranny  and  avarice  of  the  Popish 
priesthood,  the  delusions  of  mahomet,  the  superstition 
and  ignorance  of  the.  heathen  world,  and  the  immorality 
of  all,  must  be  overcome,  not  by  whining  and  cant,  but 
by  scriptural,  philosophical,  manly,  vigorous,  and 
spirited  controversy..  The  noblest  powers  of  the  hu- 
mvan  soul  niust  be  moved,  corrected,  reformed,' and  en'-  ' 
lightened.  The  strong  holds  of  sin  and  Satan  niust  be*, 
stormed  by  .'good  soldiers  cf  Jesus  Christ,  cased  in  ' 
spiritual  armour,  and  wielding  the  sword  of  the  spirit, 
which  is  the  w’ordofGod.  The  belligerents  are  mus^ 
tering  their  forces,  furbishing  the  armour,  and  girding 
on  the  harness.  The  trumpet,  which  had  long  hung 
in  the  hall,  sounds  its  notes  again  from  the  hill  of  Zion, 
calling  every  true  hearted  Israelite  to  the  battle,  to  de¬ 
fend  the  inheritance  of  Jacob,  which  the  enemy  has 
invaded,  and  to  spread  the  conquests  of  the  word  of 
God,'  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

But  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  excellent  essay  of 
Mr.  Haring.  We  rejoice  to  see  laymen  come  out  iu. 
this  manner  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty. 
.The  greater  part  of  the  pamphlet  before  us,  is  abstract 
and  sound  reasoning,  and  not  much  is  said  restive  to 
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lha  progress  of  Hopkinsianism  in  the  Dutch  church. 
Indeed,  we  cannot  but  express  our  hope  and  confidence,, 
that  comparatlvcdy  few  of  the  ministers  or  people  of 
ihal  connection,  have  embraced  the  errors  in  question 
'fhose  who  have  written,  are  her  most  feeble  ministers, 
:iiid  they  have  rather  been  personally  abusive  thau  ar- 
gamciitative — ‘dealing  more  in  slander  and  false  insinua¬ 
tion,  then  in  attempts  at  reasoning.  VVe  are  fortified 
in  our  belief,  that  Hopkinsianism  is  rather,  by  its  frost, 
nipping  some  of  the  young  and  tender  shoots  o?  the 
Dutch  branch  of  the  Reformation  vine,  than  freezing  the 
stock,  from  the  fact,  that  a  proposition  made  by  a  New- 
Englund  association,  to  correspond  with  the  Dutch 
general  synod,  has  been  rejected  by  the  latter  body, 
at  its  late  sessions,  in  June  of  this  year,  Avithoutdissen|. 
— and  that  the  chief  reason  of  the  rejection,  w’as  the 
prevalence  of  error  to  the  eastward.  Besides,  her 
leading  men  are  most  decidedly  against  a  union  with  the 
Presbyterian  church,  chiefly  because  Hopkinsianism 
has  made  so  rapid  and  alarming  a  progress  in  that  body. 

After  all,  such  productions  as  the  letters  before  us, 
are  important  and  needful,  and  as  such  we  must  com¬ 
mend  them.  The  following  we  lay  before  our  readers, 
ns  a  specimen  of  the  author’s  talents  and  manner — 
ialcen  almost  at  random  from  page  10. 

“  Heathens,  or  all  who  live  without  the  light  of  the 
gospel  are,  according  to  Mr.  Eltingeand  the  Selections, 
under  a  natural  inahility  to  comply  with  the  terms  o* 
the  law’  or  gospel  >  because  they  have  never  had  any 
9pporiunity  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  terms  of  either; 
Tind  consequently  according  to  their  doctrines,  they  are 
wholly  eiccasable  before  God  for  a  non-compliance 
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with  them.  Now,  if  they  are  thus  excusable,  they 
cannot  be  punished  in  a  future  state.  The  gospel  is, 
therefore,  according  to  these  men,  the  greatest  curse 
with  which  God  in  his  providence  has  ever  visited  man¬ 
kind  ;  because  its  only  effect  is,  to  send  men  to  helL 
Without  it  none  would  ever  be  sent  thither  ;  for  with¬ 
out  it  they  would  labour  under  a  natural  inability  of 
knowing  their  duty,  and  consequently  be  wholly  ex- 
cQsable  before  God.  How  this  theory  accords  with 
the  w'ord  of  God,  which  says,  he  that  hath  not  known 
his  Masters  wall,  and  so  hath  not  done  it,  shall  still  be 
punished,  though  with  few  stripes  ;  and  with  those 
parts  of  scripture  v;hich  require  faith  in  Christ,  as  the 
ground  of  our  acceptance  with  God  ;  or  even  with  the 
practice  of  all  Christian  denominations,  who  exert  them¬ 
selves  to  send  the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  and  pray 
for  its  universal  spread,  I  must  leave  for  the  candid 
of  all  parlies  to  determine.  And  that  man  actually  does 
labour  not  only  under  a  native  moral  inability^  as  Mr. 
SJHnge  allows,  but  also  under  a  native  natural  inability^ 
1  hope  to  prove  to  you  hereafter.  These  remarks 
will  how’ever  show  to  what  confusion,  error,  and  inac¬ 
curacy  of  expression  men  expose  themselves,  and  how 
untheologically  they  are  obliged  to  speak',  when  th^y 
substitute  their  own  fine  spun  theories  in  the  room  of 
the  WTitten  word  of  God.” 

-  -  -  - - - - -  -  —  — 

LINES 

OCCASIONED  BY  THE  DEATH  OF  A  PIOUS  FEMALH^ 

Who  died  of  consumption,  Jlpril  1824. 

Another  soul,  redeem’d  by  Jesus’  blood, 

..  tjius  left  th:5  llcsh,  and  gone  to  dw^ell  with  God  r 
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Long  wasting' sickness  brought  her  gently  dowh^  . 

Her  body  died  ; — her  spirit  seiz’d  the  crowni  • 

And  as  she  seiz’d  heaven’s  glorious  prize, 

She  look’d  around,  with  rapture  indier  eyes  ; — 

First,  blest  the  Lord  who  led  her  all  her  days,  . 

And  brought  her  home  at  last  by  glorious  ways 
Then  seem'd  to  say,  “  weep  not  for  me,  my  friends, 
Weep  for  yourselves,  wjmin  trial  still  attends  ; 

Among  the  saints,  that  crowd  on  holy  day, 

The  church  in  which  I  lov'd  to  praise  and  pray  f 
In.which  with  great  delight  God’s  word  I  heard, 

And  oft  around  the  sacred  board  appear’d, 

1  shall  no  more  be  hecU'd  :  a  fairer  throng 
Now  owns  my  fellowship,  and  joins  my  song 
’xMidst  angels  bright,  and  saints  redeem’d  I  move, 

With  them  I  worship  and  like  them  I  love. 

You  saw  me  waste, — the  racking  cough  you  heard, 

,  .And  death  just  realiz’d  what  long  you  fear'd  ; 

My  cough  is  still’d,  my  heaving  lungs  have  rest, 

I  breathe  heaven’s  air,  nor  longer  feel  opprest, 

Nor  feel  I  now  those  anxious  doubts  and  fears. 

Which  once  caus’d  keenest  pain  and  floods  of  tears,  | 
No  more  can  Satan  with  his  fiery  dart, 

Strike  through  my  soul  and  pierce  my  aching  heart 
Safe  in  the  New  Jerusalem  1  dwell ;  • 

Nor  fear  the  storms  of  earth,  nor  pow’rs  of  hell  ^ 

From  every  care  and  trouble  now  divest, 

1  in  my  Father’s  bosom  sweetly  vest ; 

My  tedious,  painful  conflict,  now  is  o’e?,— 

And  safely  landed  on  a  peaceful  shore, - 

I  once  more  charge  you  cease  your  mournful  cries, 
For  her,  who  rests  in  yonder  blissful  skies  ; 

My  husband,  parents,  pastor,  all  adieu, 

In  heaven  our  intercourse  we  shall  renew  ; 

And  there  in  one  harmonious  song  of  praise 
Join  all  our  powers  through  everlasting  days. 

But, — with  heaven’s  ardaur  let  me  recommend 
The  precious  Saviour  to  each  earthly  friend  ; 

Who  wall  support  his  saints  through  every  strait 
And  bring  them  safe  through  Zion’s  pearly  gate* 
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On  Kim  rely  in  every  time  of  need, 

And  on  his  bosom  rest  your  fainting  heiul  ; 

The  stingless  monster  now  may  rage  in  vain, 

The  Christian’s  death  is  his  immortal  gain. 

X. 


ITEMS  OF  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  at  the  late  sessions  of 
its  general  synod  has  condemned,  by  act,  the  Hopkin- 
sian  errors,  and  those  pamphlets,  written  by  some  of  its 
members,  advocating  them.  The  general  synod  of  the 
same  body,  has  also  refused  to  admit  to  a  seat  among 
them,  delegates  from  the  Congregational  Association  of 
Massachusetts.  The  missionary  society  of  the  Dutch 
church  flourishes,  and  is  warmly  recommended  by 
synod,  while  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
is  disposed  of  with  a  short  compliment,  which  looks 
like  and  doubtless  was  intended  as  a  farewell. 

Extract  from  the  General  Jlssembly'^s  Narrative  of  the 
state  of  Religion, — “  From  almost  every  direction,  w’e 
learn  that  the  Lord’s  day  is  most  shamefully  profaned, 
and  that  even  professors  sanction  this  destructive  and 
most  offensive  sin  by  the  looseness  of  their  example, 
or  their  open  conformity  to  the  world,  in  some  of  the 
most  popular  modes  by  which  its  sanctity  is  invaded. 
Lven  ministers,  in  some  instances,  have  been  known  to 
travel  in  public  convey«ances  on  this  ‘  day  of  rest.’  The 
Assembly  have  learned  this  fact  with  pain  ;  and  while 
they  deplore,  they  w  holly  disapprove  it. 

“  In  many  y)arts  of  onr  country,  the  odious  and  de¬ 
structive  sin  of  intemperance  is,  we  fear,  increasing  to 
an  alarming  degree  ;  producing  blasting  and  destruction 
to  individuals,  families,  and  churches.  The  Assembly, 
while  they  record  this  lact  with  shame  and  sorrow, 
and  real  alarm,  will  not  cease  to  publish  it,  until  those 
who  profess  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  shall  awake  to  the 
dangers  of  our  country  and  thc^  church.  We  w  ill  w'arn 
our  beloved  people,  until  they  shall  all  rouse  to  duty 
.  and  to  self-denial,  to  watchfulness  and  prayer. 
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“  Among  the  errors  which  are  prevailing  in  some 
parU  of  our  bounds,  we  have  discovered  none  that  may 
be  considered  new.  Infidelity  is  the  same  in  its  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  as  destructive  in  its  effects,  when  it  assumeii 
a  new  form,  as  it  was  in  its  more  usual  and  familiar 
garb  ;  and  it  is  to  be  opposed  with  the  divine  panoply 
and  unwearied  courage,  as  well  when  it  appears  in  the 
form  of  an  angel  of  light,  as  when  it  is  manifested  in  its 
original  shape  of  deformity.  It  is  to  be  avoided  as  se¬ 
dulously  when  it  assails  us  in  specious  accents  of  philo¬ 
sophy,  the  tone  of  affected  liberality  and  refinement,  as 
w  hen  its  ‘  false  tongue  vociferates  in  the  corners  of  the 
streets,’  and  utters  open  defiance  in  the  hiss  of  derision, 
or  the  clamour  of  infidelity  and  blasphemy.” — Lit.  and 
Evan.  Mag. — No  condemnation  of  Hopkinsianism 
here. — Ed.  Wit. 

A  society  to  send  free  blacks  to  Hayti,  has  been 
formed  hf  New- York.  We  think  this  an  opposition 
measure  to  the  African  Colonization  Society,  and  an 
evil  device.  The  colony  at  Metsurado  is  doing  well. 
We  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  public  aid. 

There  are  2000  copies  of  ‘  Israel’s  Advocate’  distri¬ 
buted  among  the  auxUhwy  Societies  and  individual  sub¬ 
scribers  ;  72  new  Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  orga¬ 
nized  during  the  last  year  ;  and  there  are  in  all  213^, 
auxiliaries ;  and  nearly  ^OOOO  have  been  during  that 
time  received  into  the  treasury. 
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